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Regulation of Microplastics
WANG Huan-huan, ZHU Xian-ding

Abstract: Widely found in the ocean, inland water, soil, air and even body of living creatures with var-
ied abundance, microplastic is recognized by scientists as a new type of pollutant which needs regulation
from cradle to grave. Laws and regulations on the prevention and control of solid waste pollution them-
selves are far from enough to deal with this new tiny, transferable and most often, poisonous pollu-
tant. Seen as the “break” to 30 years of environmental legislation in the U. S., Microbead-free Water
Act and its followers in more than ten countries and regions around the world are still problematic espe-
cially considering their limited application scope. We propose that for China related laws and standards
are ought to be revised to adapt to the regulation of both primary and secondary microplastic pollution.

Key words: microplastics; plastic debris; Microbead-free Water Act; solid waste



