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The Study on Adoption of Residents’ Eco-environmental Behavior
Under Presumed Media Influence

— Empirical Research Based on Garbage Classification in Shanghai
HAN Shao-jun

Abstract: The effects and mechanism of the variables on individual classified waste behavior adoption intention
were investigated on the basis of enriching and developing the IPMI expansion model, which includes media at-
tention, environmental attitude, perceived media exposure of others, perceived media influence of others and
perceived social norms. This study discusses how the mass media affects the residents’ adoption intention of eco-
logical environment behavior. The research confirms that: (1) Mass media, environmental attitudes and social
norms all have positive effects on adoption intention of residents’ eco-environmental behaviors. (2) Perceived
media influence of others plays a “catalyst” role between perceived media exposure of others and perceived social
norms as a significant transmission variable. (3) The adoption of eco-environmental behavior by Chinese resi-
dents is related to media attention and social effects under presumed media influence. Media communication en-
lightenment and suggestions of media intervention are as follows: We can form people’s perception trend of
media influence on others, and influence their own subjective norms of eco-environmental behavior by indirect
media effects In order to encourage residents to adopt ecological environmental behaviors such as waste classifi-
cation, resource conservation and low-carbon travel, intervention strategies are required to emphasize that the
media will affect the attitude and behavior beliefs of reference groups

Key words: presumed media influence; the adoption of residents’ eco-environmental; IPMI expansion

model; garbage classification (REHmE I &
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