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Imperial Mode of Living as a New Perspective of Analyzing
Ecological Crisis by Ulrich Brand
HE Juan

Abstract: Based on a deep understanding of global ecological crisis. Brand proposed the concept of “im-
perial mode of living” to reveal the impact of hegemonic politics on society and nature. The “imperial
mode of living” is a method of production and consumption which is rooted in global north and soon ex-
pands to global south. As a new analytical perspective, it reveals the real cause of current global ecologi-
cal crisis and analyzes the fundamental way to overcome obstacles of the crisis. Furthermore, it also ana-
lyzes the reasons for the different impacts of ecological crisis for different parts of the world. Brand holds
the opinion that we should go from “imperial mode of living” toward “solidarity mode of living” to over—
come ecological crisis and address the relationship between nature and human and finally realize social-ec-
ological transformation. As a perspective in the analysis of the ecological crisis, the “imperial mode of
living” has theoretical and practical significance with much room for improvement.
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