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Lenin’ s Thought of Transforming Small-scale Peasants Consciousness
and Its Practical Significance
YUAN Yin-chuan, GAO Jun

Abstract: Lenin combined Marx and Engels’ ideology of transforming small-scale peasants with the real-
ity that small-scale peasants account for the majority of the population in Russia, and put forward a se-
ries of thoughts on transforming backward small-scale peasants in socialist countries. Lenin stressed that
the transformation is to change the economic basis of the consciousness, realize the transition from back-
ward small-scale production to socialized large-scale production, arm farmers’ minds with scientific and
cultural knowledge, respect the farmers’ principal position and realistic interests, and believe that the
transformation of small-scale peasant consciousness is a long-term historical process. Lenin’ s thought of
transforming small-scale peasant consciousness has important practical significance for the acceleration of
the modernization of agriculture and rural areas and realization of “targeted poverty alleviation” and “in-
tellectual poverty alleviation” in the new era of socialism with Chinese characteristics.
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