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Social Capital, Haze Risk Perception and Response Behavior
WANG Xiao-nan

Abstract; Does social capital have an impact on the public’ s risk perception and response behavior

Can social capital of different dimensions influence the response behavior through the “amplification” or
“reduction” of risk perception To analyze the haze pollution issue, this paper put forward four core ele-
ments of social capital (the system trust, interpersonal trust, social networks, reciprocity specifica-
tion) and haze risk perception dimension and build social capital” s influence on the haze risk perception
and response behavior mechanism model. The research takes the “2017 China urbanization and new im-
migrants survey” random survey data, uses structural equation model, verify difference effects of sys-
tem trust, interpersonal trust, social networks and reciprocity norm on risk perception and response be-
havior. The findings are as follows: (1) enhanced government trust, social network scale and reciproci-
ty norms not only have direct positive effects on response behaviors, but also have indirect effects on re-
sponse behaviors through risk perception; (2) Increased organizational trust not only has a direct nega-
tive effect on response behaviors, but also has an indirect effect on coping behaviors through risk per-
ception; (3) Expert trust has an indirect negative effect on response behaviors through haze risk percep-
tion; (4) Enhanced trust degree of close friends has a significant positive effect on haze risk perception.
Therefore, through the improvement of government trust mechanism, information mechanism, super-
vision mechanism and risk communication mechanism, the informal system of risk response should be
constructed as a “safety valve”, so as to guide the public’ s rational risk perception and their risk re-
sponse behavior.

Key words: risk perception; social capital; system trust; social network; response behavior



