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Rural Complex Construction, Rural Three Industries Convergence
and Income Increase of Rural Residents
SHI Xiu-yi» XU Ying-zhi

Abstract: China’s rural complex construction is not only an important part of the current Rural Revital-
ization Strategy., but also an effective means to ensure the prosperity of rural residents. Based on the
panel data of 30 provincial regions in China during 2010—2020, this paper takes the rural complex pilot
policy as a quasi-natural experiment, conduct an empirical test on its effect of improving the income lev-
el of rural residents with DID model, tests the mediating effect of the rural complex pilot policy from the
perspective of rural three industries convergence, and conduct the heterogeneity analysis from the per-
spective of economic endowment. The results show that: 1) Rural complex pilot policy can effectively
increase the income of rural residents and narrow the income gap of urban-rural residents; 2) The poli-
cy can improve the income of rural residents through the path of rural three industries convergence, a-
mong which the extension of agricultural vertical industrial chain and the cultivation of new agricultural
formats are two significant paths. However, rural three industries convergence has a certain suppressing
effect on narrowing the income gap of urban-rural residents; 3) The policy has a heterogeneous effect
from the perspective of economic endowment. Compared with the western regions with backward eco-
nomic endowment, the effect of the policy on improving the income of rural residents in the eastern and
central regions is more significant. In addition, the effect of promoting the extension of agricultural ver-
tical industrial chain and the horizontal multi-functional expansion of agriculture in the eastern and cen-
tral regions is more significant, and the cultivation level of new agricultural formats can be improved
more effectively in the provinces with large agricultural economies. Accordingly, the paper proposes
some policy suggestions, such as optimizing the income distribution system in the construction of rural
complex, blurring urban-rural boundaries, promoting the horizontal and vertical extension of agricul-
ture and the cultivation of new formats according to local conditions, and encouraging the cooperation of
agricultural entities.

Key words: rural complex; income increase of rural residents; income gap of urban-rural residents; ru-

ral three industries convergence
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