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A Study on the Self-shaping of China’s National Ecological Image
from the Perspective of Discourse Analysis

— A Case Study of President Xi Jinping’s Series of Diplomatic Speeches
XU Feng, GAO Yi

Abstract: Global environmental governance has become a prominent event in the international media a-
genda, and is increasingly evolving into an important field of national image construction and discourse
power game. This study combined the corpus linguistics and the ecological discourse analysis under the
framework of systemic functional linguistics to analyze the diplomatic English discourse on ecological
civilization in President Xi Jinping’s speeches (2013-—2022) at some international occasions from three
aspects: empirical meaning system, interpersonal meaning system, and discourse meaning system. It
aimed to explore the communication strategy of official discourse on environmental issues, and the rela-
tionship between output content, ecological value, and national image. The findings suggest that
China’s ecological discourse mainly reveals positive ecological meanings, and reflects its actions and ex-
pectations on ecological governance achievements, roles, and concepts, thus creating a constructive na-
tional image in terms of its responsibilities, duties, and actions. Moreover, by emphasizing the experi-
ence, roles and emotion, the ecological discourse sends favorable significance to the environmental pro-
tection of the international community. To sum up, China’s ecological discourse helps to enhance its
right to voice on ecological issues and the recognition of its results worldwide, as well as manifest its
image and role as a major country in the construction of global ecological civilization.

Key words: ecological discourse analysis: national image; environmental issues; diplomatic discourse;

Xi Jinping
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