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Can Social Capital Affect the Occupational Mobility
of Migrant Workers

— From the Perspective of Class Change
LI Shan-shan, LIU Ze-qi

Abstract: Promoting the occupational mobility of migrant workers is an important way to achieve com-
mon prosperity in China. The direction of occupational mobility of migrant workers is set as three types:
upward mobility, parallel mobility and downward mobility. Starting from the social capital of migrant
workers, this paper examines the impact of social capital on the occupational mobility of migrant work-
ers by means of the competitive risk model and the data of China Labor Force Dynamic Survey and China
City Statistical Yearbook. The results show that with one more person providing employment assistance,
the probability of upward occupational mobility of migrant workers increases by 1.4 %, the probability
of parallel mobility decreases by 2.3 % ; and the probability of downward mobility increases by 0.7 %,
but not significantly. That is to say, social capital helps migrant workers to reduce the parallel mobility
and achieve upward mobility without bringing about downward mobility. The measurement method of re-
placing the core variables is consistent with the benchmark regression results. The conclusion is further
proved by the results of non-parametric permutation test, instrumental variable method and generalized
propensity score matching method considering endogenous problems. Finally, it is proposed that the
government should unblock the channels for migrant workers to obtain social capital, consolidate and
develop social capital at the organizational level of migrant workers; meanwhile, migrant workers
should maintain and accumulate their own social capital.

Key words: migrant workers; occupational mobility; social capital; competitive risk model
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