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The View of Communism: Inheritance, Continuity and Unity

— Based on a Comparison between The Economic and Philosophic

Manuscripts of 1844 and The German Ideology
YANG Yu-fan, LIN Feng

Abstract: Some Chinese scholars hold the view that there is a contradiction between “humanitarianism”
communism and “scientific” communism as reflected in The Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of
1844 and The German Ideology. This view is a misinterpretation of Marx’s ideological process. In fact,
the communist theory of The German Ideology and the future social outlook of The Economic and Phil-
osophic Manuscripts of 1844 are not “completely different” or “fundamentally opposite”, but come
down in one continuous line. The German Ideology not only inherits the basic idea of the future social
outlook in The Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, thatis, to reveal the material premise,
realistic power and realistic approach in the realization of communism, but also continues the expression
of the future social outlook in The Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, that is, to clarify
the theory of communism by criticizing the heterogeneous communism or socialist ideology. In addition,
two books are both based on the theoretical basis of historical materialism and humanitarianism, explai-
ning the future social theory of Marxism. An accurate understanding of this relationship will help to re-
store the historical position of the communism view reflected in The Economic and Philosophic Manu-
scripts of 1844, and a more comprehensive and thorough understanding of Marx’s outlook on future so-
ciety will be achieved.
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