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Review of UN Security Council’ s Intervention in Global Climate
Governance from the Perspective of International Law

— An Analysis Based on Public Debates on Climate Security
LI Hua

Abstract: Climate change is a common challenge faced by mankind. To date, the UN Security Council
has convened seven public debates on climate security, which is not only a response to the current situa-
tion of global climate governance, but also an adaptive action to the new situation. The global climate
governance crisis, the expansion of the safety concept and the fight for discourse power in global climate
governance have prompted the UN Security Council to convene the public debates on climate securi-
ty. The debate has a profound impact, and the trend of securitization and the deep politicization of global
climate governance should be viewed dialectically. Though the debate offers new ideas for exploring ways
to improve current global climate governance, the UN Security Council” s intervention in global climate
governance lacks the foundation of international law. According to Articles 24 and 25 of the Charter of
the United Nations, it is not until the occurence of global climate security risks that the UN Security
Council’ s intervention in global climate security governance is justified under international law, and in-
tervening in global climate security governance by way of the UN Security Council resolutions to make
laws can safeguard the authority of international climate change law and strengthen the binding force of
international climate change law.

Key words: climate security; global climate governance; UN Security Council; international law



