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“Marxism in the Anthropocene”; Issue Origin,
Content Analysis and Theoretical Review
ZHAO Rui-fu

Abstract: The issue of “Marxism in the anthropocene” arose from the extensive discussion of the new
concept of “anthropocene” in the geological field at the beginning of the 21st century. It is the result of
the contemporary review of scholars of Ecological Marxism and their efforts to combine it with interdis-
ciplinary frontier knowledge. The discussion on this issue involves three aspects, namely, the discussion
on the time starting point of the anthropocene and its critical significance, the discussion on how to “up-
date” the anthropocentric ecological values in the anthropocene, and the discussion on the concept of ec-
ological socialism in the anthropocene. The appearance and distribution of the issue of “Marxism in the
anthropocene” marks the rise of the influence of the category of the anthropocene and its knowledge
products, and also reflects the theoretical vitality of Marxism in the intervention of green issues, which
constitutes an important front content of contemporary research of ecological Marxism.

Key words: Marxism in the anthropocene; anthropocene; ecological Marxism; green-left; environ-

mental humanities and social sciences



