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Which Kind of Justice and How to Be Effective
— Rethinking Ethical Principles in Climate Change

WANG Ying-ying

Abstract: Addressing global warming within a limited timeframe requires a shared responsibility among
nations for climate change adaptation and mitigation. It is crucial to critically evaluate the three prevailing
climate justice principles. The widely discussed “Polluters Pay Principle” is difficult to apply in practice
due to strict liability and other issues. The “Beneficiaries Pay Principle” » which could remedy the short-
comings of “Polluters Pay Principle, still faces challenges like non-identity. The “Ability to Pay Princi-
ple” emphasizes the importance of one’s ability to pay for compensation, rather than individual actions.,
but it cannot be the sole basis for climate justice. After weighing the pros and cons of these principles,
this paper argues that a hybrid approach is necessary. Specifically, the “Polluters Pay Principle” and the
“Beneficiaries Pay Principle” address the core content of corrective justice, while the “Ability to Pay
Principle” highlights the significance of distributive justice that we cherish as a society.

Key words: climate justice; burden sharing; polluters pay principle; beneficiaries pay principle; ability

to pay principle
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