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Three Questions and Answers about Marx’s Cultural Theory
TAN Yong

Abstract: With regard to Marx’s cultural theory, there are many problems waiting for full study. First,
what exploration did Marx make on the micro-generating mechanism of culture? Second, did Marx put
forward the basic premise of cultural narration? Third, did Marx elaborate the “discipline” function of
culture? The review of Marx’s relevant works suggests that, first of all, “real abstraction” is the key to
the micro-generating mechanism of culture revealed by Marx. As the intermediary of “culture comes from
practice”, it connects with people’s practical activities, with people’s thinking forms and with culture as
well; Secondly, mastering the concrete thinking of culture and considering the cultural conflict are the
basic premise Marx put forward for cultural narration; Finally, in the analysis of the capitalist mode of
production in Das Capital , Marx indirectly expounded the disciplinary role of capitalist culture on hu-
man body. Further study of Marx’s cultural theory is constructive to the sharing of Chinese stories and
spreading of Chinese culture.

Key words: Marx’s cultural theory; cultural narration; cultural discipline; cultural practice
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