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Evolution and Governance of Cultivated Land Abandonment Problems

under Smallholder Production Pattern in East Asia

—Analysis Based on China, Japan, and South Korea
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(Institute of Japanese Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100007, China)

Abstract: The agricultural resource endowment of East Asian countries, represented by China,
Japan, and South Korea, is characterized by a large population with less farmland, and fragmented
cultivated land. In the context of the policy of heightened focus on food security, the issue of
cultivated land abandonment under the pattern of smallholder production in East Asia has attracted
widespread attention. Japan and South Korea are among the few countries in the world that have
conducted official tracking surveys on cultivated land abandonment. In recent years, the problem
of cultivated land abandonment in these two countries has become increasingly prominent, with
both perennial and seasonal abandonment. China has also experienced a certain degree of
cultivated land abandonment phenomenon, which is mainly reflected in perennial abandonment.
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In terms of the causes, the decline in the net income of cultivated land utilization has
fundamentally promoted the formation of the problem of cultivated land abandonment under the
production pattern of smallholder production patterns in East Asia, and the transfer of young
agricultural laborers to non-farming industries has been identified as playing a dominant role.
Abandonment of cultivated land becomes a rational choice for farmers when other methods of
cultivated land use fail to bring about higher net incomes. As the first countries in East Asia to
implement agricultural modernization, Japan and South Korea have accumulated considerable
experience in managing the problem of the abandonment of cultivated land. The initiatives taken
by the two countries to ensure the successors of the agricultural sector, establish intermediary
service organizations for the transfer of cultivated land and implement land improvement can be
used as a reference for China. Based on the experience of Japan and South Korea and its own
reality, China needs to cultivate new rural sage and new types of agricultural operators, promote
agricultural production trusteeship, strengthen the construction of high-standard cultivated land,
and make full use of limited cultivated land resources.

Keywords: East Asia; smallholder production pattern; cultivated land abandonment; food security;
China; Japan; South Korea
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R 1985 4¢ 1990 4¢ 1995 4¢ 2000 4 2005 4 2010 4 2015 4
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FARR: BARKKZE .

H A 2008 4 FF 46550 e R B AR BEAT 47 FE VR A, 1R A5 fr AT CHb 7 AT R A
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